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CHRISTMAS happiness is traditional, and music is an essen tial part of this tradition. Handel's 
Messiah, which will be presented the first week in 
December, will introduce the Christmas mood to Iowa 
State. This is the twenty-seventh year that Prof. 
Tolbert R. MacRae, head of the Department of Music, 
has directed the Messiah. 
Lighted Christmas Tree 
The giant Christmas tree in front of Beardshear 
Hall will be lighted officially the week following the 
presentation of the Messiah. Prof. Ira Schroeder, of 
the Department of Music, will play an old Christmas 
carol on the carillon in the campanile. As the notes 
of the carol die away, men and women of the glee 
clubs will start their procession from the steps of 
Curtis Hall. Gowned in choir robes and carrying 
lighted candles, the group will approach the tree 
singing "Adeste Fidelis." Pres. Charles E. Friley will 
officiate when the lights first twinkle through the 
green branches. Spectators will then join in the singing 
of Christmas carols. 
Song creates many memories of Iowa State for those 
living here. During the Christmas season many groups 
will sing to shut-ins, organized houses and faculty 
members. Sigma Alpha Iota and Phi Mu Alpha, hon-
orary women's and men's music fraterniti·es, will sere-
nade. In addition, a pan-hellenic group composed of 
six women from each sorority on campus will gather 
to carol for many of the organized houses and for 
the hospitals. 
Glee Clubs Broadcast 
The Department of Music is planning a special 
Christmas broadcast over WOI. Members of the 
Men's and ·women's Glee Clubs will participate. 
Another symbol of Christmas joys, the Christmas 
tree, will be prominently displayed in many campus 
buildings. The Memorial Union, YWCA, YMCA and 
College Hospital are some of these. The YWCA makes 
its tree especially memorable by decorating it with 
ornaments created in the "Y" crafts group. Just 
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before students go home for the holidays this tree 
is given to Mary Greeley Hospital. 
Children are the heart of the Christmas spirit. For 
them the YWCA plans a party to be held during the 
holiday season. Toys made by "Y" members are given 
to each child. Each year Iowa State fraternity men 
play Santa to children of Ames by giving a party and 
program for them. "Y" members contacted each for-
eign student on campus last year to make sure he had 
an invitation for an American Christmas with · an 
Ames family. . ' · · 
Holiday food is part of Christmas. "Fruit cakes will 
be baked b y members of Phi Upsilon Omicron, pro-
fessional home economics fraternity, and sold during 
the last two weeks of fall quarter. . 
The campus Red Cross last year packed boxes for 
patients in Veterans' Hospitals. The College Hospital, 
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too, does its part in creating this holiday spirit for its 
patients. A special dinner is served. 
Officially heralding Christmas in the women's 
dormitories is the traditional White Breakfast, given 
the Sunday before vacation begins. Before the candle-
lighted breakfast, the women, wearing white dresses, 
walk through the halls of their dormitories singing 
Christmas carols. 
Students individually celebrate Christmas by pur-
chasing Christmas seals and by attending church ser-
vices. 
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